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DESCRIPTION. 


OF THE 


" AGA DEMY. 


OF FHE 


Athenian Vircuoſi, | 


WITH 


A Diſt iſcourſe beld there in V, "PIE, of. 
_ Mr. Dryden's Conqueſt of Granada; 
Aegainft the Author of the Cenfure' 


of the ROTA. 


O ſooner does any perſon merit To hy 
witching name of a good Author, but he 
| hasthe happineſs ro _ with envy ;-yet, 
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" der with thoſe flattering Epirhers of gentle, and can- 
. did, fince even the S:ationer ſumetimes circumvents 
your good opinion with the {ame appellatives. = Buc 
ſuch an Authour who {-ems ro command his fame 

"rather than receive it from the world, he like moral 
vertue (which is plac'd bet een two oppotices of excels 
and dete&) hall be ſure ro find a Paraltel oppolition 
\ fromtwo forts of vitious Criticks, 1 may jultly ftile 
them lo, the one a poor dwindled Eririch who i IS in 
that defe& of wit and judgement, that his endeavour 
» only.'ro be choughe to have a ſmall portion, by the 
drafting of them in. another, | The other 1s 1n that 
| fe I ecirthar he carinor forbear to diſcover 
| by his own vanity his judgement to be illegitimate. 
Now no place abounds with more witty writers, and 
worſe Judge s chan this City: of London, whilſt true 
Dnichbarkn@: moderate, being. confcigus of thoſe 
gi that every. Writer.as man mukk, be ſubject 
to. They know that expert Homer ſometimes ray be 
" napping ; therefore they willingly allow Poets 
with Painters to rave in a large held of ; Racy; often 


®- 
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alpire co be, 


n Teo 9 AS wy xp1o16 moM0.ns 67 TUpas 


T8 \2uT1c p 671)4 PINe, th 10 Criticiſms —_ be 


thedeliberation of much EXPETICNCe. Bur theſe ba- 


{tagd Cricicks without any e caminaiion convict any 
| Author and prelently (ulpend him : but who gave them 
this authority ? 1am ture chey were never qualified for 
the place by Nature, or by Art ; how then can any-one 
expett the lea't ;uftice trom them, when their Juſtice 
only holds a tword 1a her hands without any ſcales, 
and may be accounted blind from her 1gnorance,.arid 
nor from imparrialicy 2 Since then 1 am ro ſpeak to. 
the Athenian Virtuoſr, I hope it may be lawful to bor- 
row two Greek words which will more emphatically 


denote them. There be ſome thac damn a- books. 


gulwivarres, Chat .13, not interpreting or underſtanding 
the Author, and theſe in our Englith tongue are called 
Fopps, Perſons whole judgement lyes alwayes 1n- the 
ear never 1n the brain, who hear what ochers ſay, and 
then ſpeak like them : chey are juſt like an Eccho, a 
reiterating voice, and norlung elle : as Poers are paln- 


ted licking up what old Bs let fall, ſo theſe lap up 


the C ritical vomir which. another hab ejeted. What: 


judgement can they give of a book win palat is ſolely. 


Critical, and they were neverat any time il dividges, & 


_— 


Longinus, better judge ſure chan any, of theſe dare ever 
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F unleb when with the cuſp of their tongue they could. 
F determine of the virtue or vice of a glals of burgundy, 


and as one {aid well when he forbad any one to read 
his book with prejudice,or atrer dinner,thele very per- 
ſons, for theſe two reatons fince their heads are alwaies 
fill'd with prejudice, and the fumes of a full ſtomach, by 
all ſober men are crhought unhi to be of a Jury. 

The ocher {ort are -yglwivazrres, or as they are called 


by others #mpmenymml, pertons which do not only inter- 
' » pret badly, which they do, bur allo doe it wiltully. 
* \ lcanonly fincy them a fort of vermin with very little 
-eyes, but many reeth, and nailes, who though they can.. 
| ©. not doe much harm, by reaſon of their weaknels, yer 
"ſtrive co make up that want wich their malice, 


Theſe 
creatures for the moſt part live by gnawing of books, 


_ and never leave nibling, till they can make ſome hole 


to diſcover ſome 1mperteQion, whilſt they deface the 


book of its native beauties, and expoſe thoſe faults 


which themſelves have made, Thus having ſhow'd 
you the malignity of theſe animals, being inclin'd 
by a ſtrong habitto inhumanity, they are like butchers, 
not to be permitted to fit upon the life and death of an 
Author. Suchas theſe who think themſelves Criticks., 
but are not {o,, haveendeavour'd to traduce the writ- 
, when true Cricicks, if they would, 


are alham'd to decry them, whilft others that are more 
44: | modelt 
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' modet thanto be pretenders, jutly admire them. . As; 
. formy lelf, I never had rhe far1;taction of his acquain- 
rance, which frees me from the ſul] plcion of an offici- 
0:45 vinJicatisn, yet | do kno v him, though far better 
in h13 Ylayes, and what has been my misfor rune 0 want 
in the ſociety of the father, has been ſome way made. 
up in the ingeatous and plealant company of the 
children, 
Some weeks agoe ther? cam? Our tae Cenſure of the 
. Rota on Mr. Drydents 3 Conqueſt of Granada, which 1 
_ lightly read over,for it dcforw d lirtle conſideration. In- 
| deed | was ſurpriz'd at the indilcrecio1 of the Author 
* to venturehis poor thinn Off-ſpring to leek its Fortune 
in cold winter weather, but eipeclally 1a fuch a dange- 
- rous time, when there was great need of waſt Paper. A- 
* las, how could he help his weak book, though it made. 
ſad moan, crying out 
Deferor in-vicum vendentem thus ty odores; 

Poor Author he im1gin'd no harm, he only made ufe of 
the Saturnalia, as ſervants uled to doe, make bold with 
his betters, and ſo forth. Thus much I did then argue 
tor his (mpliciry, finding him to be. ſo obliging”to 
Mr. Dryden as to pick excellencies our of his Play, on * 
purpole co affront hum, that many Readers believ'd, tt 
_ deſign'd byone of his beſt treinds for a complement-to 
| ſhow the world.thar if any one attempted to wounthis* | 

honour, 
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WR \ houſe kept for them, where thrice a week they met re- 
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honour. the Archers vanity did not ſo much lye 1n a- 


 buſing his time to {plic an hair, as to hit a thing out of 
his reach, 


The Author of the Rota. | 

= vg eft mii ſape wocandus 

nt, |. - 
has ſhow'd in his'cenſure ſo [itle converſation with 
Greek and Latin, nay Engliih Foets, as I ſhall prove 
by and by, that it :s diſputed by ſome, whether it was 
fimplicicy or madneſs provaked him to paint him- 
ſelf in colours ſo ridiculous. In all reaſon Mr. Dry- 


| denwill give me little thanks, fince the goodneſs of an 
ominous cauſe may loſe much of its luſtre by the 


badneſs of the Orator ; yet let Mr, Dryden look on 


with ſome diverſion, fince he would not be himſelf 
ſhould he ſeem at the leaſt concern'd, whilſt his laurel 


which he deſervedly wears has ſufficient virtue'to de- 
fend it felt from the bruta fulmina of any loole tongue. 

Now give me leave to tell you. that having read 
rhe Cenſure, 1 had a great defire to find out the place 


where this Cabal far : ſo one day meeting with one of. 


my acquaintance, 1 ask'd him if he had read ſuch a 
Pamphlet, he told me, he had loſt ſo much time as to 


' read it, and if 1 would goe with him he would bring 


me to their Academy which was a large room in a Cotfee- 


tir'd. 
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Cenſure, they ftind-none {o hardy as to Anſwerer it, they, 
have admirted x free accels, with deſign, 1 believe, that -: | 


they telling the threats of the Virtuoſe, and with what 
ſeverity. the anſwer 13 ſure to be handled, might deterr 
the Writer from any furcher proceeding,and make him 
conſulr his ſafety in the chrowing away of his pen.l very 
gladly embrac'd this newes, and bid him lead the way. 
We came fon to the place, and ſomewhatroo'foon, for 
the Athenian Virtuoſi, to give them their beloved title, 
were not yet come, and the door-keeper faid he durtt . 
not let any in, before the Virtuoſs came, leſt the room 
ſhould be crowded, and ſeveral curiafities by handling 
be miſplac'd ; but 1 knew what the Fellow drove ar, 
{o gently tickling him in the hand, he let us tn, where - 
we provy'd him alyar, by finding fome company ex- 
- petting, and one man with a gooſe-quill in hisear very! 
| bufily marſhalling books, paper, and pens: Asking one | 
. of the company who he was, I was anſ{wer'd he was Se- 
cretary to the Society ;a worthy employment, thought 1; 
and without doubt a'worrhy-perlon ;: L preſently made 
.* my addreſsto him;defiring to know how longit would 
Z after muchchewing of the cud, anfwer'd, ic would:be _ 
Thirty minutes.] admir'd at-che- periphralis- of thu Ss. 
cretary of the Criticks,bur Þleft' him, fearing: roidif= 
oh. P | guſt. 
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{4 ouſt theman, having. more mind to view the Acade- 

$ my," The ct thing | beheld, was o'r che chimney in- 
ſteakof a Maes peice. Label held up in the beakes 
ot two Owles, and 1n 1: thele words written, 


| The Coffee-Academy of the Athenian Vir- 
 toſe inftimted by Apollo for the advance: 


Ii and underneath theſs words written, 
of* Toy KpaTmes'y cored neers 


= "vin Inns the Label I told my Friend & deſign 
1. owt 6.) hey was very natural, becauſe they were birds 
[HT facred: toH{pirea, and the Virtuoſs went under the no- 
| tion ofiAthenions ; but-.that their Academy ſhould be 


_ gular tothe rraduions.of poetry, nos any. way agree- 
+ nba hiſtory ; and:l. wandeed, thas. theſe. Crigicks 
In poetry-ſbowuld he fogver-eta. - My, Friend told me 


Il} Critics 2 He proceeded wich, the belief, that thoſc 
oof | r= buctwoof the Vintwaſt, fog: chey rex 


abroad 


, i {- menus of Gaxet-F bilofopby 5 Mercurie's 
©. Diurvals, ec = *. 


7 (I! wander the parronage of Apollo, I thought was not re- - 


bs adnaired at the abſurdity, bur. whomuſt judge the 


24nd Lande of Uidſe; birds,being afraighto.gomec 
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 elteem'd by its admirers a {uppreſſer-of fumes, and a 


drink for their own uſe of Hellebore, and other ingredi. 
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abroad and (py faults fairly by the light of reafon,7 
I>{ chey thould be peckt at by every puny writer, and | 
rolecuted with all the ſcorn, and derifion imaginable, 
29 loveto flutter abour-in the dark, and make a noiſe 
in the twilight of prejudice. 1 then aske him, why 
the Academy thought it fic, ro place it ſelf in a Coftee- 
houte, ſince it was in{ticuted by Apollo; it had been 
more agrecable to have been -1n a Tavern ; O, faid he, 
chat may be for many reaſons, firit, as well to hinder 
EXPEnces, as to vindicate the ſober inclinations of the 
perſons;ſince they intended totax the manners ofa poet 
as well as his writings, 1t was convenient at leaſt tobe 
Irypocrites, and to diſguiſe their own; and Coffee being 


great friend to the memory,they might be ſo ſimple to 
hope, it would put :z4#as into their heads that were ne- 
ver there before : he added that they were inventing'a 


ents, which will ſo retine their groſs conceptions, that at . 
length they ſhould berendred ſoacuteas romake faults | 
in the writings of any man.Or perhapsanother realon is 
tor che beter divulging the tame 'of che Virtuoſs, fince- 
perſons of all qualities from all parts reforted co tuch: | 
places. 1 told him that could be no great rcafon,. for”. : 
chey might hire a poor tellow tor a {mall matter who 
would ſoon call the nultirude together with a trums-- | 
D 2 pc, 
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A | pet;or they-mighe ſteal the Tablet from the Scrive. 
$ -ners ſhop; wherein is wricten, The Oitce of lntell1- 
| gence, and. hang it a theic {treet door, where when an y 
poet ſhall come in he may be certified whether any 
- longer he ſhall have fame or no fame, whether char ſhall 
 liveordie afterideath, wherher poetry ſhould be to 
-hima rich wite or a poor wite, or . whecher he ſhould 


help of judicial Aſirology : And | further cold him, 1 
ſhould rather call this place a Lottery than an Academy, 
firce that was more uſual in a Coftec-houſe, and a 
good poet in this place might draw rwenty blanks be. 
tore one prize.;and | withc that ſpeaking -of falle wit, 
i as well as falſe newes, had been lyable ro the puniſh- 
[08 ment of che proclamation. Having paraphras'd a litrle 
> [HT+ uponthis inſcription, we lookt abour, and beheld char 
= [7 onone fide. of the room were ſet up the heads of many 

I Grammarians, and Criticks, and on the other fide the 
I heads of Greek and Litin and fom2 Engliſh poets, a- 


Bt SterabolZ, and Wild, DD, bur 1 was ſoon pacified 
$14 when | found Cherilzs amonzl(t che Greeks, and Ba- 
| wt t5y[lasamongit the Latins ; and why ſhould any good 
Wy Author repine, that he is excluded, may not the Virtuoſs 
"al 42 Doug they 'pleaſe, may they not ſet up their 

j own heads,,nay upon poles, if they pleaſe, in their own 


| room ? 
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it! have many children-by her, and all this, without the 


Wy mongſt whom 1 wondred at theſe mighty three, Hopkzns, 
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room ? But I askd my Friend why Dr. Wild wore 2 
different wreath trom all che re(t, when every one elle 
had one of Bayes, he had one of Herrings ? My Friend 
tcld me he hard the reaton of a Gentleman that was 
here the other night. The Author of the Cenfure of 
the Rota, you mult knowy, 1s very intimate with Dr. 
Wild, and was with him eacing of H-rrings, when his 
Spoule run out with a herrings tat bobbing in her 
mo..th., to receive the Letter from the Poſt which. 
brought the joyful newes of his Majeitles toleration. 
- Now this Acad:my being intituted, and ſeveral poers 
# ' heads being tobe ſer up, a Letter was diſpatched to 
Dc. #ild to invite him to b2-Prolocutor to the Virtuoſh, 
( tince 11s well known, he writes as malicioufly and as 
poorly as any 07 them ) but in the cloſe they ask'd 
him, ſince 'twas the hozour th2 Academy intended him, 
! whether his head ſhould be fer among the Criticks, 
; or the Poets, (and indeed he might very well beeither) 
 hereturn'd them grear thanks tor ras great honour 
- they defign'd him, but as for thar wetghry place to be 
\: Profocutor, he begg*d ſome time co con'ider on It1;'As 
2 tothe other favour of being ler up, either as Poet or 
7 Critick, he cold chem plainly,he was ambitious of both, * 
2 anddid not much care it his had was divided, and 
- F halt ſer amongſt the Poets, and half amongſt che Cri- 
# ticks; bur on tecond thoughts, bh» reterc datt co, ou 
7 better * 
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| better judgments, with this proviſo, if they ſhould ſe: 
him amongſt the Poets, he might wear a wreath of Her. 
rings, lince they alwayes brought him good luck, when 


he had any thing to do with them, wondring why Will. 


Lilly could never find good omens hoarded up for him 


in the houſe of Piſces. So in fine he kiſs'd their hands © 


with this reſolution, that he did not - doubt but they 
would become him better than his Bayes. For this reaſon 
you ſee him thus adorn'd, and 1 was told laſt night char 
theiAcademy finds him more pliant than ever, and are 


in great hopes of obtaining that malitious perſon . 


to ſtrengthen their party, Since he hates innocent ce- 
remonies.and beauty in the Church,why may he not ab- 
hore them' in. any thing ? Having wearyed our eyes 
withtheſe objetts, we turn'd about;and ar the end of the 
_room were three preſſes, without any books in them, 
with Optimi written upon the firſt, Hediocres upon the 
ſecond, and Mal; upon the third, which prefles I ſoon 
imagin'd to be the 7hece for books, as they were 
_ eſteem'd of by the Virtuoſs, I laughing ask'd my Friend 
 whick hethoughr the worſt ( with leave from the Cri- 
ticks.) either Mediocres, or Mali? But he told me it 
were better to let this paradox alone now, and paſs on, 
leſt we ſhould be prevented by their coming, So walk- 
ing up the room we found whole rowes of teeth, and 

many xailes fow'd upon cloath, and pinit'd to the 
|. | hang 
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hanging ; and looking more earneſtly, I perceivd that 
mo't of them were ſuch as we call doggs teeth, I 
could not imagine at preſent that theſe were meantto 
make good my fimile, 1 apply'd to them; nor 


3 did Ichink char the Pirtuof Were Toothdrawers. Yer. 


they would beglad that their adverſaries teeth and- 
nalles were drawn, foreven then a lyon would be an 
innocent beaſt, Bur a little rurther we beheld many 
engins of torture : here indeed was the fcene of death, 
here was one book ſuſpended, another torn upon a 


' tenterhook, a third dead from a ſtab receiv*d froma 


cruel Penknife; :drawing nearer I] found them allbelcng- | 
ing to Mr. Dryden. Here lay Almanzor ſtretcht 

the rack, that patn might ſorce out words far diſtant 
from his thoughts ; _ the Maiden Oueen lay de-- 
flowr*d, and here the Tudian Emperour was defic 'd 
wich the feratches of a barbarous ſtite, | Wiulſt "my 
Friend and 1 were finding a name fit ro decry theſe 
molt unjuſt proceedings, we heard the door arfloels 


2 and the door«keeper cry out , Make room there for 
2 dir rchwn ns, and Opilizs, make room Viay 
; for 
2 theſer undring names, conſidering whether or no, __ 
2 Academy defign'd chis for an exemplary diftich ; 

3 laſt. Lnnnnind theſe were great Criticks, and Gets 
3 marxans, and that Orb;liue was Horace's Schookmaſter, 


us, Palzmon, and Orbilins, I was:amaz'd at 


and 


tt 
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and had whipt him often for not learning his lefion in 
old Livius Andronicus, wheretore he was {t1l'd by him 


Popes,As they allume the gentle names of [nnocent,C le. 
ment, and Pius, when they are b/oody, unmerciful, and 
irreligious, lo thele wear the names of great Grammari- 
ans, whilit they all deſerve with naked potteriors to 
tremble under the falling rod of the fierce Orbilius. 
They had ſcarce plac'd themſelves, when more came 
in, but were Anonymous, 'twas no matrer, I could rell 
who and what they were, by this gleek of circum- 
ſtances, the ſhrug, the ſhaking of the head, and toffing 
back the peruke with indignation : they had uit 
reacht the table, when the door-keeper with a great 
deal of breath cry'd out, Make room © for C afſus the 
' Author of the Cenſure of the Rota ;\ bleſs me, ſaid | 
to,my Friend, why is he called Caffus ? Why, ſaid he, 
I will tell you, he attets thar name being delighted 
with the ſtory-of a certain poet called Caſſus, who writ 
ſo much, that his very pepers ſuffic'd to burn him when 
he was dead ; he has vow'd'to ſcribble' ſo much if he 
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phlets ready, that as ſoon as any new book is out-with 
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plagoſus, Now thought I, thele Virtuoſi imitate the |} 


lives, Alas, he values not the quality, ſo there be quan- 


thing againſt any body : he has many general Pam- 
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ſeller, he is a perfe& Stubbiſt, who though he muſt fol 
ever deſpair to have thoſe parts, and that learning» 
yet has attain'd to thar likeneſs in his will to contra- 
dit every one. 1 ſmil'd at the ſtrangenefs of his hu- 
mour, and whilſt he was held in {ome ſer1ous diſcourle, 
by one as he was coming on, I wondred at the elocutt- 
on of his geſtures, he would ſo knit his browes, and 
work the muſcles of his mouth. I aſſur'd my elf he 
was in labour, and us'd that midwitery to: bring his 
imaginations tO the birth : when he was delivered, he 
was a great enemy to the mans buttons, and would ſo 
{tare in his face, forcing him to a ſmile, which he took 
for approbation, when the poor man did it only to be 
rid of him. Being ſar down he bid the Secretary bring 
the teeth and the nailes ; at this I concluded that rheſe . 
Criticks really us'd them, in biting, and tearing other 
mens works ; and I was contirm'd in this opinton, when. Þ} 
[| perceiv'devery one buſy, but moſt of all Cafſus, ſet= } 
ting ſome of the ſharpeſt of chem into his upper jaw, | 
where I preſume he had lately broke ſome of them out. 
in med)ing- wich ſome piece of Mr. Dryders'Conqueſt 
of Granada, that prov'd too hard for his teeth. Now 
every one having fitted himſelt with tusks, and talons, } 
Ariſtarchus role up, and made a ſhort ſpeech.'Ic. was an —| 
Encomium upon the Virtuoſt, and the: happineſs ofthis. 
age, wherein ſuch judicious perſons had taken the } 
; great 
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great trouble, for the benefic of mankind, to give each 
Poet that deſert which their examinacton ſhould allow 
him. After this Scribonius told them, that Mr. Dry. 
den. derided their Cenſure, and held the Virtwsſs in that 
contempt, as if they were not ; Does he fo, layes Caſſus, 
does Almantor delpile thoſe that would reclaim his 
W rage? I would Mr. Dryden were here, or any of his ad- 
W- mirers to {peak for him ;/ Secretary, bring hicher his 
WW Congueſt of Granada, and there I could ſhow him 1n- 
numerable Errataes ; which chat he opened the Play, 
and ſcratching the leaves very carelefly, cry'd our, 
here's a faulc, and there's a faulc, where 1s there not a 
19K faulc, if wewill make chem ſo, dares be, or any one 
[HS deny it? At this dull impertinency, 1 could not for. 
[8 bearſmiling ; which CaJ#5 perceiving, ask'd me, if 1 
8 would beſo bold as to defend him ? I cold him, if he 
wml would draw up Mr. Dryden's faulcs under ſome heads 
that I might make my plea, i would endeavour to take 
oft his obje&tions. Why then, ſa'd he, if you have per- 
pended my. Cenſure, as 1 cogitate you have, you may 
there animadyerr, that che Aurhor Scholaſticzlly pro- 
ſecures Mr. Dryden dupliciter, Prim. tor the irrationa- 
lity of the tranſcendentality of his 1//ea's. Secundd, 
for: his ſuperboſiry, in proſtrating the fame of defun&, 
and breathing Authors, I was ſoſtarcled to hear Ca/- 
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| | = ſus alter his ſtile, chat turning about co ask what congue 
A | he 
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he ſpoke 1n, my Friend imagining my ſurprize told me | 
in my ear,that Cajſu5 was a great Zerm-driver, and had | 
wo wayes of (peaking, the one more moderare, as | had | | 
heard, and this laſt was in uſe, when he would ſtupity | 
a thopkeeper, confound a chambermaid, or puzzle 
his antagonilt. Having now conſider'd the meaning, 
| rold him, it 1 might obtain a patient ear, I would 
make {ome aniwer, At this, Caſ/#s called for his breaſt- - 
plate, on which was writ, Zhe Author of the Cenſure 
of the Rota: it ferv'd both for pride and for 
defence, I with he would wear 1t alwayes 1n the ſtreets, 
for then it he thould chance ro loſe his way, he would 
never be loſt, but beſent home by a Bedle tate to the 
Academy. Having arm'd himſelf, Eja age, faidthe,it 
yottwill at in any Hypothefis ditlentaneous to this fa- 
mous Circle, I my ſelf provocate to a contrary ratio- 
cination, and Caſt gratia the Virtuoſs will give you 
auſculcation, Atter 1 tad blow'd my nole, I thus began. 
Your firſt obje&ion ( O Virtuoſe Athenian) 1s in the 


language of Caſſus againlt the 1rrationality of rhe 


cranicendentaliry of Mr. Dryder's [4eas, which tor my 
countrymens take, I chus faithfully render into Englith, 
againſt the unreaſonable extravagance of Mr, Dryden's 
conceptions, which ye have ſtrove with much labour 
to nd in his Conqueſt of Granada : ſo whilſt 1 am.de- }F 
fending thar, I ſhall all the while vindicatean Heroick -| 
| GC 2 poem, }F 
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| Poem, which muſt be by ſhowing you, what the Maſters 
of Poetry eſteem to be 1ts latirude, in what conſiſts ics 
grandeur, and what renders it uncapavle of that title. 
| As for its latitude, 1 mult lay down betore you the de- 
+ finition of its ſubje&t, which is Heroick vertue. By 
'\ Ariftotle it is called divine, not becaule it was peculi.r 


TUE, if elevated him above mankind 7 2nd 15 much as 
humane nature could bear,ir rendred him like a Deity ; 


mind not attain'd by humane induſtry , but inſpir'd 
WK from above,to undergo great ations with an irreli- 
W ſtable violence, and a molt happy ſuccels, which other 
mortals were not able to pertorm. Without doubre Mr. 
18 - Dryden made his Almanzor after this original, making 
"10 him codo things above nature though not againſt it, 


rogether, and him ina ſphere rather nearer the Hero 
of Homer, than of Scudery, Not ſo much a Greek as 
10 to imitate Achilles in his ferity , nor ſo Frenchified 
"FRY as to admirethe ftupidicy of Oroondates in weeping 
ME at the feet ofhis Miſtreſs, Since Mr, Dryden in this de- 
wk ſcription has followed the precepts of Philoſophy, all 
*unprejudic'd Men with reaſon muſt ſpeak for Alman- 
-2or,that with Achilles Mr. Dryden has rendred him in- 
vulnerable, unleſs his detraftors by wounding him in 
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a © co-the Gods, bur when a man was endued with this ver- 


therefore it 1s defin'd by the beſt Moraiiſts, * habir af 


IH placing in his foul humanity and fierceneſs mingled 


the 
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any further, but ro pais on and totell you, in what con- 
fits its grandeur. 
and in the rapture of a Poer, 
Virtuoſt ) and {ce my witneſſes ! 


C19.) 


' the heel, will diſcover as much their fear as their baſe. 


| think there 1s noneed-ro urge this clear poinc 


Ic1splac'd by all in a lofty ſhe, 
Look up (O athenian 
FQ Ht, "mer doſt thou” 


hear this illiterate Cenſure, 


Nec labra moves, cum mittere yocem 
Debuer as, vel marmoreus vel ahene#us ? 


Were ye but acquainted with him he would cell ye, 


that he makes his Achilles ſpeak%%*:2 ng winged 
words. Ask but Pin4ar, he wi fafſure you that he never 
adorns his Heroes but he mult ler ly expreſſions,whiclt 
which he calls Olymp. 9. %s% arrowes, which do in ano- 
ther place wen make a noile. 
loſt his peans, his dichyrambicks,or a rag rd1ies, we. 
ſhould have found m them far bolder flights, Yer the 
generous 7hebans thought his numbers only lofty, 

never extravagant, The divinity of luch well built tides 
crown*d him even whilit he liv'd, and ſav'd his houſe 
when he was dead. 


Gia ely it we had not 


This mig ;hry ſpiric of Poetry 


is admir'd in Alc ous, and [t1Fd by adm Halicarnaf- 


| 7 ſeus inas mighty words, 


Adagis Cnbret 72. uoaroputs, rot nd 7 Peronl@. 


Conſider the mighty ſpirit of Alc2us, what ſyect= 


neſs. 
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neſs there is even in its terrour. This is that which 
Virgil aimes at, when he ſayes, ; - 
2 — Paulo majora canamus.- 
And Lucan when he layes, | 
Surpat mihi carminis ordo. , 
This 1s that which Horace names ſerm. 10, bib. nr, 
Forte epos, a {trong Heroick verle, For this, Martial 
_ praiſes Virgil calling him Cothurnatus, and his Hero- 
ick Poem lib. 5, Grande opus. 
Zuvenal deſcribes ſuch a Poet with the ticle of egre- 
9245, and wich : 
Sat, 7. qualem nequeo monſtrare, v& ſentio tantum, 
He knew not how to expreſs him, this made him fancy 
Virgil like a tury;and tells us that if he had been poor, 
= Caderent omnes & crinibus Hy 
"Twas 1n this the critick Longinus ſaid Juvenal cx- 
cel'd rj mum aige a pompous expreſſion, | 
And this 1s that which the judicious Greeks call'd 
mv in Dabinus yPapey 3x amd Toy Yeahon with a reſolution , and 
not ſuperficially. TP 
.  Mylaſtdefign 1s to lay before you what renders an 
{ Heroick Poem, uncapable of its title, 
_ Pindar will. tell you Olymp. 9. that if he would de- 
lineate an Hero , he muſt abſtain from axwermrier aiger, 
from words that are flat and creeping upon the earth. 
. Virgil ſayes in his fixth Eclog, 'that Apollo _ 
LE | ET = | niſh 


\ 


| 


| 
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ni{h'd him in his ear as unfit to fi ſing of Kings and bat- | 
cels, having uſed himſelf in his Paiſtorals to A : humble 
verle, 
— Paſtorem 7ityre pingues 
Paſeers oportet Oves, JedaBlene dich carmen. 
Horace is then exalted when he [peaks «© 
Mil parvum, aut humili dv. lib, 3, Ode 25. 
And in his Arte Poetica laughs ar that Poet for nor 
continuing his hzroick Pozm with the ſame gallantry ; 
and tor his offence brands him with, 
Quid dipnum tanto feret hic pro. niffor biatu ? 
Zuvenal allowes a flat verſe no berrer name than 
Carmen triviale, Sat. * 


And Martial hates it calling it carmen ſupinum.lib.2. 
and pfelently after, 


Mollem debilitate Galliambon: 
Alanguid verle hr only for the mouth of Cybele's 
efteminace Prieſts. . , 

Sure what the Epigrammariſlt thinks unfic for him- 
ſelf, an Heroick Poet maſt beatham'd to uſe, phe 
Thele few Teſtimonies out of a crowd, have produced , 
'Z to complement the Academy, bur if | have woke? In an 
&# unknown tongue I with 1 had been better inform'd. 
= of your ignorance, that I might not have given my 
& ſelf as trouble. Therefore to ſpealc ro your capacities, | 
2 lwill bring all theſe witneſſes inone, I mean the1 —_— F 
a; fa. .- # 
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tal Cowley, than whom none knew better to mike or 
judge 2 lt oem. In praliing of or, Wim. Davenants Gon 1i- 


Fl bert, he ſeems to charatterize Mr. Drydzp's Conqueſt 
of Granada. * 


Thy mortals do their God's excel, 
Taught by thy Muſe to fight, and love ſo well. 
SoGod-like Poets do paſt things rehearſe, 
Not change, but heighten Nature, by their verſe, 

Thus I have with haſty touches drawn out the malſcu- 
line beauty of an Heroick roem ; now if this cenfurd 
play of Mr. Dryder's be of it ſelf exact and true, if it 
is fram'd.þy the rules of art, and keeps It elf ſtrict to 


- the laus and canons of ancicnt Poets, as many of his 


envious enemies: acknowledge, if you tear off the title 


- Page, and repreſent it without any relation to him, 


then this impertinent 'Cenſure wichout any violence 
will of it ſelf fall co the ground, being ſupported by fo 
weaz' a foundation as prejudice, When Criticks ſhall 
be. found to be like foolith Pariſhioners, who in them- 
telves commend what they hear, untill they look up, 
then they miſjike the man, and by their conſequence 
the Sermon. Thus the Conqueſt of Granada, as Con- 
quelf of Granada, 1s a very good play, bur as made by 
Mr, Drydenfit to be exploded, when'all Poets from Ho- 
mer. down to Ben, were cſteem'd-good , if their Judges 


ns could aſcribe to them Ciceroes commendation ; 
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Pro Archia Poeta mentis viribus excitari, quaſi! | 


divino quodam ſpiritu aflari. ) But Mr. Dryden becaute 
he goes by his own name, muſt not have the effence 


of a Poet, that 1s iftion, nay he mult Jole the porti- 
on of aſon, and with quiet render up, or clie thoſe 
goodly fields ot fancy, the uninterrupted inheritance 
of his forefathers muſt be confiſcated becaule he has 
offended this Committee, His Mule mult curri Quaker, 
orelle be accounted light, ſhe muſt have nothing co do 
with that goodly p ty - of figures, concelts, raptures, 
and ſentences, - vv which gawdy retinue Mr, Cow 
ley's s Muſe never took the air, 

I know the ſons of the Poets have far leſs revenues, 
than their forefathers enjoy'd. The Greek Poets beſides 
the-other five; had a. whole diale& appropriated ro 
themlelves, they might ſound our «2 ans without! of- 


fence, | This made Martial complain in his. riade, that 


they could notrenew the ſame leaſe, bur had loſt \many 


of their priviledges ;.yer it was very well wich. them, if 


we conſider the - inconveniencies of their children, 


| whilſt the barbarous | Criticks of theſe; rimes areſo* (| 
whitſeycal, and ſo:unjuſt, as ro allowſome. their. own. _ 


freedomes , and ſomenqne, If Mr. Dryden upon ne- 
cclliry uſes Enallage numeri when Greek and Latin 


:commanded/ir, and Engliſh Poers very: often makeule F; 
of I, fince the om of our tongue will bearit'1 n _ = 
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 111:Iwilladd no more, though theſe great Poers delight 
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| much in chein, yerbe it ſpoken to your folly,that 'ris-y9ur 
- unhappineſs to:light upon an accurate verle jq vilige 
3, Q your 


be = 

"oh 

LEE 
3. 
+7 


4 pr —_— 
” 


* 
ds . Lead p ” Soba of ds + " 0 5 1 Fl 
Ladle 4. Q - "= 7 v ey as ihe, = "B" %_ —_W "FAYE TED 
. - C - _, - hd . 
o 
. ,” 
7 
y ” 
_ 
« 


# butb=tter in verſe, it is put down for an unpardonable 

| enormity.1 will forbear quoracions to prove this known 
I Doint, let I prove my ſelf Pedantick,and you more ab. 
| 1ſurd, 


If Mr. Dryden, as Perſtus ſtiles it,librat in Antiihetis, 
thar.is, uſe a ſeeming contradiction, which in all poers 
is and muſt beeſteem'd wit, ſhall nevertheleſs wiltully 
be damned by this Academy, as 1n your Cen{ure, 

: : Thus inthe triumphs of ſoft peace [ reign, 

. . . And from my walls, defie the powers of Spain. 
-'O the ſtupidity of the Virtwoſs : ic would puzzle any 
one to imagine what they aims at here : theſe Criticks 


SF ſure have pick'd them out for ſome default , ſo that 
- Famforcdto- imagine this. 


{og 


Pray obſerye this kind of excellency in two of the. 


beſt Poets, Virg. 1 1. ſpeaking of Camizla.  . * ,, 


3. :Oxfulochamfugiens, magnumque. — per orbem 


© Eludit gyro interior, ſequiturque ſequentem,, 
; Mr. Copley in his Day, lib, 1. ſpeaking cot writing, 
and as it were propheſying- what this Academy, and 
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your ſelves, not him, and ſince*cis drawn our, may it 
be apply'd to you all, that there were more hopes of 
Triumphs by peace, than by this unſucceſsful war, - 

1fMr. Dryden applyes an happy Epithete'tis craduc'd, 
as in theſe excellent verſes, ſpeaking of Almanzor, 

Agloomy ſmile aroſe F 

F rom his bent browes,and ſlill the more be beard, 

A more ſevere, and ſullen joy appear'd. 
which lam certain is in imitation of Virgil, where 
| fierce Mezentivs ſtands, 

Olli ſubridens, mixta Mezentins ira,! 
which Mr,Cowley renders any 
with balf a ſmile, and half a frown, 
or as It 1s in Claudian 1V Conf, Honorii. | | 
—— Zorua voluptas 3 


Fronts, 
and in many places of this Poet ; but I ſhall haſten; , If 
1f Mr, Dryden makes his verſe ruri muſically, or fills ic * 
with an argument, it 15 call'd tick-tack, as thus: 'F 

Fmnow that as Selin was not won by thee, 
Neither will I, by Selins daughter be. Fc 2 
Would you your hand in Selins blood embrue, 
Kill. him unarm'd, who arm'd ſhunn'd killing you. ÞF 
whilſt you are ignorant he imitates Ovid's humourf in F' 
theſe neat numbers, Mct. lib. 10. I: 
Ex omnibus unum 
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WY : 
+: Elige Myrrba virum, dum non ſit in omnibus anus ; 
Bin nth in his 9.166, 
5 5 Ouam bene 63 to poteram nurus eſſe parenti, 
; * Ouam bene Caune meo, poter as gener ma : 
18 {bem his Epiſtles, . 
Y | 0 ove digna viro, ni Fove nata fores. 
The Original 1s eſteem'd by all good judges, and 
' why do you condemn the true copy, but becaule you 
J- are. bad? ; If Mr.:Dryden heightens the ſence wich a fimi- 
le, it isnot like to paſs, when all Poets ever uſe it, and 
_ an Heroick. proclaims with Pindar| Oymp. XK]. he 
© cannot be without ir, 
"Bow pfgmes of rigany Yon, &s1 I opariay 
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' Tha in ſuch caſes as thele, men muſt uſe the de- | 
== of winds, and waters 0c, if chey do la= | 
,. bour to bring their work to a good effect. If Mr. | 
_— illuſtrates bis Poems, with ſpirits and imma- 
terial beings, this cannor diſguſt any one, but the Sad- 
* duces of the: age, who believe they - i none, fince 
as a Poet he may+lawfully make alt of them + for what 
 Heroick Poet 18 there cithen Greek. or ay by does 


' not-introduce very often $4, ini wo: yet as 2 philo- 
__ he will be defended by the Pythagorical, 
14 and Platonical opinion, which held thele regi- 

ons of theair under. the concayeof the Moon to be in- 
REY £44 = 4 1 aprecd 
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4 > 
babited by. Demons. 1f Mr. Dryden keeps the figni- || 
fication. of words within their limics; you will: vencurs {i 
ro. call him vagabond, though you declare yauc ſelves 
abſolutely unacquainred with authors, or grammar, as | 
ja this fragment of a verſe, . | 

"* Thou treadjt the abyſs of lipbt; : 
You aſler: here that abyſs 1s {o 1nconfiſtenc wich lig hr, 3 
chat ris ſcarce bright enough for its ſhadow, whillt by: 
proving the contrary let the world judge, the. dine: 
neſs of your underitanding, does not advantage the 
luſtre of Mr, Dryden' oi { Abyſs wort fignt-- — 
 fies extream deep waters , quaſi. 5 &w an Jonick 
word tor £98, This Favorinus and\Hefychins, this Min-- 
 foeus and Voſſeus withorhers, account the'truelt ery- 
mologie of the word, yetwith Calepine grant, that it 
may be uſurped, as it 1s by the Greets, Br an epithete- 

to ſignifie any thing thar is endleſs, which 1s prov'd by» 
ſeveral Synonymous expreſtions of Scripeure, and from. 

St. Chry/oſtome-who calls infinite labours wor «fv. _ 

This ſhall ſutice O Caſſus to prove thy 1gnorance, 

and lictle familiaricy with clafſick authors, whilit-chis . 
diſcovers thy malice, in making Porphyrius an. Her: 
maphrodie by this verſe, 20 

And Daughter, | will will give him you, for wifes 0; 
Where as you pleale Porphyrins by — _ 


notional coma 1s either.a man-Or a-woman, TH 
| Thus F; 
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|  hanſomely into Engliſh. Yer Julius Scaliger gives this 
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bf Thus like the Divel you zquivocate in your oracles, 
' bur: ar laſt like him you are founda lyar. I would 
willingly leave off defending Mr. Dryden, when he 


needs 1tnct, was he not impeach'd with ſuch animoſi. 


ty, for his ſtrange fiights, and that & may not be law- 


ful for him to mount leſt his wings be clipt, whilſt Ho. 
race tells judicious Mece#nas, he 1s turn'd into a Swan, 


-and mounfs ahd leaves theſe things blow. Whilſt Virgil 


is ſweetly. Hyberbolical in many places , but eſpeci- 
ally ur. his- deſcription . of Camilla,lib, 7. 
Ma wel intafle ſegetis per ſumma volaret 
| Gramina, nec teneras curſu leſifſet ariſtas. 
**". Vel mare per. medium flutiu ſuſpenſa tumenti 
.. Ferret iter, celeres nec tingeret equore plantas. 
And Claudian Raptu Prefer. lib, 2, fayes that Pluto's 


horſes ran, þ | 
Find @ Torrentius- amne 
Hhberno, tortaque ruunt pernicins haſia ; 
Quantum un jaculum Partht, non impetus Aufiri, 
Non leve ſollicite mentis diſcurrit acumen. 
1will mention but one verſe more of this Poet 


(though hes very luxuriant ) inthe end of the firlt 


{ book ſpeaking of the ſame horſes, my 
_ .- gra ſoporatis ſpumant oblivia linguis. 


Which 1 would beg the Acaderny if it can to tranſlate 


CCl» 


) 
/ 


We 


| cenſure of him. Fw@lix in eo calar, temperatum judi- 
ctam, didtio candida, numeri non affefi ati. |» haverhe 
rather tiken theſe Teltimoniez becauſe as Virgil fol- 
low'd Homer, fo Mr. Cowley has thought it fic co 1mitate 
them all, Hrace in his x Virgil and C loudian in 
his deſcription of A/abel, 
Aſahel S wifter than the Northern = 2 
Scarce could the nim5le motions of his mind 
Outgoe bis feet ;, fo ſtrangely would be run,. 
That Time it ſelf perceiv'd not what was done. 
Oft or e the lawns, and meadows would he pajs- 
His weight unknown,and harmleſs to the graſs. ; 
_ Oft or'e the Sands, and hollow duſt. would trace 
Tet noone Atone trouble; or deface. _ . 
Lark haſt, and will for vet Sexeca? s, Tragedies, hiſto- 
rical ',zcan and Frotin becauſe: Ms! Dryden 1s.laid Þ| } 
to .botrow many things from him, left I ſhould ſeenlro Þþ 
ptoduce him a wi_ned for himſelf; let nie. only. being . 4 
up the rear of my witneſſes with.one Teftimony:mare Þ / 
of the much admir'd Mr, C _—_ in his ar I 
the Muſe, he tells her, _ -.- 1.29.75} 


Afr! ' Whatever Gad did 72 Mud. 
oo ' bs all thy plain, and ſmooth. unnterrupted way.” 
10Y even beyond;b3s works thy oi are Know, 
Thou haſt thoufe 


rad worlds 'tao of thine o:0n::..: 
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I | Fhou fpeakft great Queen, inthe ſame flile as He, 

i -' Anda ntw world leaps forth when thou ſay ft, bet it be. 
19 -| Sure h6 is more fic to {et the bounds of Foetry ' than 
19 you, fince all allow a Poet the ſame, what he allowes to 
M Mercery; wings ar head, and heel, The Poet 1s per- 
mitred by all ro:be . © > 192) 

ads Com-nune profundis 

Etyjuperis numen, qui fas per limen utrumque 
 __Solws babet; geminoque facit commerica mundo. 
|" Now. whoareye (O d4tbeman' Virtuoſt ). chat dare 
| Aetthefe nartow limits? muſt the Poet like Alexander re- 


pinetherearenomore worlds'but this'of yours to move 
| 1inwhertheſhall foon lofehis feer for. want of erer- 
=. ciſe? If 4 Ab palles\yourslitcle Rubivon, muſt 
| hebeproclam'd an enemy by this Senace, muſt ts ver- 
S ſes ibe-like Pliny's Acepbali, or' rather reſemble his 
$ - judpes, all feet, and excrement, andino head P' 1 will 
s - Sophergyye-haveprov!d your elves; ii will not! make 
$ . you any more tiduculousjonly appealing to:you whe- 
= Uero2nothis Academy does not reprefent'at Hobbidn 
= Tate of nature, in preſuming to have as preata iſhare 
= inwit and judgment as others, fi 
| $4 am at al Lonk bom lexelobjeBion, whioh is 
= Mr. Dryders ſuperboſity in' proftrating the fame of 
2ctunſt; and; þ; Va 2. a which-3 hall chus 
tranſlate,” Mr, \Dryden's pride in contemining dead, and 


living 


Rs 
5 
% 
4 
* 


s . 
+; b Pe - 
7% . 45. 
=” +. ; "Fs . 
>< 4 4 4 
LEES > + 
va % { Ra Ss 6% 
MN > % . 4 
(= - q 
ey . , 


; IEA 


. 
CI 40 ets. i re COR. OE SITE 
ot tes * OF Y IE C7, 8 x 
4 : | **, a 4 37-8 
- ( 3 ) 


living Authors, To which 1 thall not ſpeak nnich, be-" 


caule | am (ogreat a ſtranger to him;therefore 1 can only 


produce his own words to vindicate their Maſter, and | 
if hewrongs them no more in his thoughts than in his 


writings he may {afely plead Nor guilty. In his Effayes 


and prefaces, as he payes veneration to the dead, ſo he 


payes ſubmiffion co the living : though he cannot. ad- 
mire any of them.blindly, And it is ſo unjuſt a caſumny 


to urge that he labours to pluck leaves from the'Baies 


of Ben." Fobmſon, when he adds co chem by ftiling him 
incomparable, one to be admir'd for many excellencies. 
ln his preface ro Maximin, he does not pretend any 
thing ef hisbwn\co be corre; but ſubmits his faults 
co the' mercy'of the Reader; being as' little apr'ro de- 
fend his ownetrours;\as-to find thoſe of brthers. In 
his dere dead Authors 
nd yargl chute Where we'comendwith'cheat for 
preheminence, he;ackriowtedges the advantage to the 
zac; and hotto! wit. There might be produc'd many 


ty ; if he diſcoversanyfavlts in other Poets, "tis 
becauſe his are tov {everty handled by others, and che 
Epilopus ad tt ah 921t 7008 


in-rhdſerhings' where they have ex- | 
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"Tis not to brand them that their faults are ſhown, 
© But by their errours to excuſe DIS Omn,; 

If inthe feaver of his writing he has dilcover'd any 
wal ion, the 1mperrinency of the age 1st0 be blam'd:tor 
HS roubling him, otherwilehe 1s mote! to be eſteem'd for 
| | ip Jud mengThan cenſurd for-his heat. ;, 1f hetells us 
that Tobnſon writ by art, Shakeſpeare by. . nature ; that 
Beaumont had judgment, Þ letcber wit that. Comley was - 
copious, Denham latty , Waller ſmodrh, he cangot' be 
thought: malicious, ſince: he admires. che; bur. rather 
W skilt EREotarvire valderhew... FM 

ED \; Mr, Draden ſhall anſwer in.Horgee's ale ey he 
1 zag offended many.in medling vith:Lacilaws's 1© SOL: 
| _-), Ju,nibil in mageo ddffveirepread'is Homera? wil) 01 
Wot Mi js rragitt mutut Lucile tte v 2. us) 
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r01d" ma ofboughthis: was: 
ning, yer any one may Sic hiscenſuraofinathes.; 


Toons nothingdix edydouts, und judganentz=la 
_____ Mb od! (Robot 


water : So rides :lasgns, 1@magd 2115 122 
ity. ada muſes FIT CHAR) phecerid taladit,co- $1 
in_- <= Hidas excafſo: popultm fuſbentlersnaafhin blrow 
| But nor like yon. Gon Kirrugh) vakeſibiles 
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where there are none. It che Fopps of the age are ſtung» 
that they kick up dirr, no perlon can blame Mr, Dry- 
den for laſhing them, fiace it would prieve any one, 
nay it would raiſe the choler of any ingenious man to 
that degree againſt then, when fuch will be ſo inconfi- 
derate, nay ſo abſurd, ro cenſure a Poer,: whilſt they 
themſelves tannot write, and perhaps not 'read, with: 
commendation. This ſtirr'd up many antient Poersand: | * 
- what Poet ever eſcaped- ſuch ſinful examiners2;-1c: * | # 
vex'd Martial: thatat laſt he told them | his verſes: || 
were bad, yet he challeng'd them to mend them, « # 
 Hac mala ſunt, ſed tunon meliora facis, (1 |'F 
After this manner Mr. Dryden has provok'dthemia | 3 
ſerable jury of this age, bur much hanſomer, ': \7iin j3] 
+ ..You blame thoſe faults, which you want wit to make. . 
- Mr, Dryden having rebated the edge of all objeQtions. 
thatican be broughr to defend - your affertion;ir would: 
appear very inconſiſtent with modeſty\to alledge his 
arguments for my own ; fince he has found ' ſo. good; 
and can find no bertrer, and 'tis to himſelf he muſt give * 
the: thanks, thatheſtands arm'd cap-abpee. »ihwill na 
 longergive my humanity the trouble,/1n reclaiming, 
if it were poſlible;;your folly ; but only acquaint you 
that Mr, Dryden ſalutes you ina Semiſtanza: of your 
parry rr 
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: 3 <v111) From- all the. fins tbat I have done; ; 
oo -' Lord' quit me out of baud il 1 
= - And make me not a:ſcorn- to fools, L 
i © That nothing underſtand. 

i Ar this! Cas ſtarted up, and told me, I was {awcy, 
| not. 1. obſerving that decorum, which ths graviry of 
the placerequir'd. After ſome whiſpering the door- 
BR keeper wascommanded to clear the; roam, and.to take 
= ſpicial ndtice-of me, tharl might be' let no more 
= intothe Academy, wich the aflurance that I ſhould upon 
= occaſion be ſeverely dealt with for this rudenels, My 
 Friendand'i departed much plezs'd with this fcene of 
mirth : at his lodging we;found. a: hyporritical . pame 
phler-aginit Mr. Drydenlieft by his book-ſeller ; after 
aſhortview I perceiv'd the needy Author plaid the pla- 
tary, having tranſcrib/d all thoſe abjettions:from Caſe 
| (us, wiiich Cafſss had::borrow'd from the Rehearlal, 
| whence'cis caſy to gather, 'that it is difficult ro. find 
| fault with Mr. Dryden, when his:enemies are forc'd to 
 tatitologize. Indeed the Burleſque way of writing is 
=  themoſt'hopefu]-co abuſe:a good Aurhor, fince: the 
|  fantaſtick dreſs tickles: the Reader, and makes bim 
IL laugh 'whether he will or no; and that the good old 
E - &Xiom would hold here, corruptio- optimi fit 'peſſema. 
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" My Friend told me he was lorry we muſt part ſo ſoon,” 
having appointed to meet ſome perſons hard by, a- 
mong(t whom he expetted Mr. Dryden,promifing me to | 
find ſom2 oth2reim2,G OS ic/Gc)to deſcant upon |Þ 
that book before us, ant to divertiſe me with ſome be. | 
loved fancies of Caſ#us. Atthis lraok my. leqveſdeſiring = | 
him to take his Horace with him, and to tura to ſerm. |} 
I 0. lib, 1, where Mr. Drygen might read theſe verſes | 2 
out of his intimate acquaintance. ,.\ oo | | 
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Men' moveat cimex. Pantilius? aut crucier qudd. .... 
Pellicet abſentem Demetrius ? aut qudd ineptus _ _. 
E\ a> d'. _ 4 3*% 24 {SIAN ea 
 Fannius Hermogenis ledat con viuaT) '7 | if 


v5 
—— 2 
: SY 
4 
ES 
x oY 
"4 » 
<7; 
_* 
= 
& 
x% 
6.4 
4A -S 
A 4 
$ 
% 
" 


_ Plotius, & Varins, Mecenas, Virgiliufque,......\"'._ 
Valgius, & probet bac Oftavius optimus, atque : © 
Fuſcus, & hec utinem. Viſcarum laudet uterque. : 
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bod © ffi cl I Ve | SAT out) T9 
AS 0-"thin; 'm oe OY ay: age! Mr. 
- ov” "Dryden is defended \ ſence the unjſeyonry breath 
Z wh bh profeeds from the fort-door of thoſe windy Cricicks, 
5s to FA regarded no more "than that of the 36k. door, 
| ſince they are both doom d tothe ſame date, to live for a 
by moment we 20 expire ; but if be is defended, why,ſo 
Sh Deny phil org ut Beavineſs, S, 0r fer pored [ 
ne Rr Fe g Py bead for this, nor 
| 1, Wagonift, lip Axeules, a conquerour 
q in his cradle: 3 Ks one of thoſe Lapwing-writers, 
b- who venture: to 70 with the ſhell on their backs, the con- 
ſcience of which raſhneſs has alwaies ſo much deterr'd me, 
| bs hat this which was drawn up long agoe for my own di 
b werfion,, ſhould have /lept in quiet, if 1he compliance to 
ſome bad not been a motive to the contrary. Tet inthis 
, T hope his 41487 mey be fuſficient to keep 
deſpair. 7, } { 
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d., Errata. L 
Page 7. line 2.for Anſwerer, read anſwer, line 5. for anſwer, read Anſwerer. # 
.I7.line 16.r.provocate you,line 19:1, £rbentian Virtwoſie p.28.1.8.for blow, 
i, delow.. « 
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